
 
 

 

 
Allianz Stadium Redevelopment – Key Partner Question and Answer 

 
 

Why is the NSW Government redeveloping stadiums at Parramatta, Sydney Olympic Park and 
the SCG precinct? 
 
The NSW Government has invested to redevelop Sydney stadia to ensure Sydney is the sporting capital 
of Australia. The decision provides greater ability for the NSW Government to keep Sydney’s venues 
viable in order to secure the major events in NSW that can generate more jobs and economic activity. 
 
Why are we knocking down Allianz Stadium? 
 
Allianz Stadium is now 30 years old and has reached the end of its useful life. It has provided the stage 
for some of Australia’s biggest sporting moments including rugby league grand finals, Bledisloe Cups 
and FIFA World Cup qualifiers. But just as we outgrew the Sydney Sports Ground in the mid-1980s, the 
time has come to develop the next generation world-class rectangular stadium in Sydney’s original 
sporting precinct. 
 
Why are we spending so much on new stadiums when schools and hospitals should be the 
priority? 
 
The NSW Government’s investment of roughly $2 billion is budgeted to be spent over a period in 
which the health and education budgets tally more than $400 billion. The economic impact of the SCG 
Trust’s operations to the NSW economy is estimated at nearly $1 billion per year, with ANZ Stadium 
providing a similar benefit. The NSW Government’s investment in stadium infrastructure will be paid 
back in one year, and the new stadiums will provide an even greater economic benefit, with thousands 
of new jobs tied to the construction of the venues. 
 
Why can’t you just fix up Allianz Stadium? 
 
Much like renovating an old house, renovating the existing stadium means living with some of the 
compromises that hamper the existing structure. The simple fact is that it is even more expensive to 
renovate Allianz Stadium to a world-class standard and ensure that it serves the sporting public of 
Sydney for more than a few more years. 
 
I’ve read about the safety and compliance issues at Allianz Stadium, why hasn’t the Trust 
maintained the facility properly? 
 
The Trust has spent more than $330 million maintaining and improving Allianz Stadium over the past 
three decades. The stadium was built to the building standards of the day, which hadn’t been reviewed 
since 1908. Allianz Stadium has always been operated as a safe venue, but the reality is that in today’s 
world, it doesn’t comply with modern building codes and standards. 
 
For instance, Allianz Stadium is not compliant with the earthquake code brought in after the Newcastle 
earthquake of 1989. Also, the building standards of the day mean that Allianz Stadium does not have 
any fire sprinklers. Regular attendees would be well aware of the stadium’s deficiencies in regard to 
food and beverage facilities as well as bathrooms. 
 
 



 

 

Will I have a say in the new stadium’s facilities for fans? 
 
Club members and sport fans generally  will have ample opportunity to provide input into the new 
stadium to ensure it provides the ultimate match day experience. 
 
Will the new stadium be bigger and take over public space? 
 
The new stadium’s capacity will be 45,000, the same size as the current venue. It will be built entirely 
on SCG Trust lands and will not encroach on the parklands, Driver Avenue or Fox Studios. The new 
stadium will move slightly west and south providing more room for fans to walk around the venue and 
alleviating some of the congestion points around the venue. Further, the ultimate master plan goal is to 
open up the SCG precinct by removing the ‘black gates’ and improving pedestrian access between 
Paddington, Moore Park, EQ, Surry Hills and beyond. 
 
Where will the Roosters, Waratahs and Sydney FC matches be played? 
  
The Trust is working with the Sydney Roosters, NSW Waratahs and Sydney FC on plans for suitable 
alternative venues while construction is underway. Some matches will be relocated to the SCG and 
other Sydney, regional or interstate venues. 
 
How will I find out more about the new stadium? 
 
This is just the first of regular updates that will be provided to you as we prepare to deliver a new 
world-class football stadium for the people of NSW. 
 
Why will the new stadium be the same size when it doesn’t sell out for most events? 
 
This new Allianz Stadium will boast a world-first dual operating modes to cater for events of differing 
size. Club mode will have 30,000 seats available with a revolutionary LED mesh curtain covering the 
top deck, keeping the sound in the stadium and providing the ability to display images and branding to 
generate atmosphere. In championship mode the curtain lifts to make the full 45,000-seat capacity 
available for major events such as concerts, the A-League Sydney Derby, Wallabies Test matches and 
the NRL’s Anzac Day Cup. 
 
What’s different with the announcement compared to last time? 
 
The NSW Government has now finalised how funding is going to be allocated as part of the biggest 
investment in stadia since the Sydney Olympic Games in 2000. It is a significant injection of taxpayers’ 
money, that took strategic planning and stakeholder engagement to reach a decision that will best 
serve the interests of the sporting public of NSW. Crucially, all parties including the SCG Trust, ANZ 
Stadium and the major sporting bodies are aligned. We fully support the redevelopment of ANZ 
Stadium and Parramatta Stadium as part of the NSW Government’s network of stadia.  
 


